
fected area is demonstrating these truths. It is to be
hoped that these widely-known and manifold failures of
the rigid quarantine as the sole means of defense against
an epidemic will bring about the next most useful lesson
to be taught by the present calamity. The money and
energy spent on irrational quarantines, with the neces¬
sary contribution of still larger sums, if devoted to
general and permanent sanitation, the destruction of
mosquitoes, the oiling and draining of swamps, marshes
and ponds, the close screening of houses, cisterns and
beds, and the proper, humane, screened isolation of
every suspicious case of illness, would accomplish the
good that is desired; and there are no other known
means of arriving at this end. It is impossible to be¬
lieve that the present lessons will be forgotten in the
future.

SLEEP-DRUNKENNESS.
Consciousness or the waking state is the condition in

which active communication with the external world
exists through the intermediation of the senses. It
may undergo various modifications, some of a normal
character, as in sleep, others of a morbid character, such
as coma. During sleep, there is reason to believe, cer-
tain subconscious processes, partly of perception, partlyof ideation, continue, and of which there is at times
recollection and at other times none. This statement is
exemplified in connection with dreams. In the derange-
ments of consciousness symptomatic of morbid states,
such as that which occurs, for example, in the course
of epilepsy or of uremia, there is, as a rule, no memoryof events that have transpired during this time. The
dividing line between the normal and the abnormal,
however, is at times so tenuous and the question of recol-
lection or not is involved in so much uncertainty that
this factor can not be considered as a means of differ-
entiation. Under the term sleep-drunkenness or som-
nolentia has been described a condition in which during
apparent sleep individuals perform purposive acts, at
times, of a most complex and hazardous character and
of which, subsequently, they have a clear and distinct
recollection. A striking instance of this disorder has
recently been placed on record by Dr. E. W. Taylor.1
An otherwise healthy man, aged 31, who for years had
occasionally walked in his sleep, related that he was

compelled by an irresistible impulse to leave his bed, re¬
move a screen from a window and slide down a copper
water spout to the ground, scraping his hands and feet
in the act. On reaching the bottom he realized what
had taken place and quietly returned to bed. He main¬
tained that he had not lost consciousness and that he
had a distinct recollection of everything that had trans¬
pired. On another occasion, in his nightshirt, he en¬
tere;!, through a window, the bedroom of another man.
At still another time, be vaulted from a third-story win¬
dow, being awakened while hanging from the sill. He
had had many other experiences of a similar character.
Awaking was unattended with vertigo or confusion. Ac¬
cording to the patient's explanation, his actions were
impelled by an overmastering fear from a frightful
dream. He had never seriously injured anyone, but he

1. Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., April 6, 1905, p. 398.

stated that if he were forcibly prevented from making
his escape from the threatened danger he would stop
short of no degree of violence to attain the desired end.
The condition in question has thus clearly important
medicolegal bearings, as the matter of responsibility
might readily be brought into question. The term som-
nolentia, as applied to the disorder, appears wholly in¬
adequate, while sleep-drunkenness seems lacking in ac¬

curacy as a descriptive term. Dana considered the
condition a kind of active nightmare, but it seems to be
an active form of somnambulism.

VACCINATION DURING ERUPTIVE STAGE OF
SMALLPOX.

In a recent issue of the Lancet,1 Dr. J. Cooke Hib-
bert claims that vaccination or re-vaccination may be
successfully performed during the eruptive stage of
smallpox, and cites eleven cases in support of his con-
tention, the vaccination in these cases having been per-
formed on the first, third and thirteenth day. This is
by no means an uncommon occurrence, as has been dem-
onstrated frequently at the Chicago Isolation Hospital.
Patients vaccinated on the second and third day of
the eruption, or up to the eighth day, will, as a rule,
have a typical take, but not after this time. In a paper
by Dr. Heman Spalding,2 published in The Journal
several years ago, reference is made to an experimental
vaccination of over one hundred smallpox patients after
the eighth day of the eruption. In none of these cases
was there a take. The case reported by Hibbert in which
vaccination was successful on the thirteenth day is prob-
ably one of a spurious type, although it might have
been a perfect vaccination. These findings only prove
that the tissues are not impregnated with the immuniz¬
ing substances of smallpox. The fact that vaccination
or re-vaccination was successful in a case having a rash
of doubtful character is not an argument against that
case being one of smallpox, but in such a case a positive
diagnosis will have been made before there is any evi¬
dence of the outcome of the attempt at vaccination.
Hence, vaccination for diagnostic purposes during the
eruptive stage of any exanthem is of no value what¬
ever.

Medical News
CONNECTICUT.

Cedar Mountain Hospital.\p=m-\Thefree bed fund for Cedar
Mountain Hospital for Deserving Consumptives now amounts
to more than $5,300.

Norman Kerr Lecture.\p=m-\Dr.T. D. Crothers, Hartford, has
accepted an invitation to deliver the first oration in the Nor-
man Kerr memorial lectureship at London, Eng., October 10.

Personal.\p=m-\Dr.Wyeth E. Ray, Hartford, has been appointed
associate medical director of the Travelers' Insurance Com-
pany.\p=m-\Dr. Elias B. Heady, Milford, was seriously injured
August 12 in jumping from an unmanageable automobile.

Nominal Damages.\p=m-\Inthe damage suit of Lorin A. Barnes,
Torrington, against Dr. William H. Carmalt, New Haven, in
which $25.000 damages was claimed for the alleged sewing upof a piece of gauze in the abdomen, in an operation, the Su-
perior Court awarded the plaintiff nominal damages.

1. Lancet, London, May 20, 1905.
2. The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 11, 1902, p. 906.
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July Deaths.\p=m-\DuringJuly 1,648 deaths were reported in
the state, equivalent to an annual mortality of 20 per 1,000.
Of this mortality 37.3 per cent, occurred in children under 5
years. The chief death causes were: Diarrhea, 466; nervous
diseases, 159; accidents and violence, 135; consumption, 110;
heart disease, 109, and pneumonia, 44. Infectious diseases
caused 189 deaths, or 11.3 per cent, of the total mortality.

ILLINOIS.
Typhoid Epidemic.—Typhoid fever is said to be prevalent

in and around Greenville.
Unlicensed Practitioner Departs.—David Johnson, Wauke-

gan, who claimed to have "an interstate and international
license," and was fined $100 and costs in March for practicing
without a license, learning that a warrant had been issued
for his arrest, fled from the city.

Chicago Deaths.—During the week ended August 26, 561
deaths were reported, equivalent to an annual mortality of
14.68 per 1,000. Of these 179 were under one year old and 230
under 5 years of age. Acute intestinal diseases caused 152
deaths; consumption, 49; violence, 34; pneumonia and heart
disease, each 33; nervous diseases, 27; nephritis, 26, and can¬
cer, 24. Typhoid fever caused 12 deaths.

Personal.—At the annual meeting of the medical staff of
the City Hospital, Moline, Dr. Albert M. Beai was elected
president; Dr. Albert R. Beai, vice-president, and Dr. August
H. Arp, secretary.-Dr. Annie B. McCallum Alguire, Belvi-
dere, was thrown from a buggy August 20. breaking a rib
and sustaining other serious injuries.-Dr. Richard E.
Shurtz, Champaign, who has been seriously ill with septi¬cemia in Denver, is recovering.-Dr. Joseph T. White, Free-
port, M'as operated on for appendicitis at the Wesley Hospital,
Chicaso. August 16. and returned home three days later.- 
Dr. James E. Stubbs. Chicago, who has been seriouslv ill with
septicemia at Colorado Springs, has returned to Chicago and
is improving.

MARYLAND.
Personal.—Dr. J. T. Payne has removed from Corbet to

Sunnybrook, Baltimore County.-Dr. Howard Bratton of
Elkton was recently thrown from his buggy and dragged
some distance, being badly injured.

Open-Air Sanitarium in Blue Ridge Mountains.—Through
the efforts of the Quarter Club, Baltimore, an open-air sani¬
tarium for consumptives has been set in operation at Mount
Airy, among the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. It
was opened July 28 and has now'seven patients. It is on a

high hill near the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and consists of
a seven-room cottage, with ample porches, and six open-air
shacks on the edge of a forest. The current expenses are
borne by the Hospital for Consumptives of Maryland. It is
to be open winter and summer, and only the most hopeful
cases are to be admitted. Thus has begun unostentatiously
a work which doubtless will become one of the most useful
and important charities in Maryland.

Baltimore.
Removals.—Dr. H. Walker Hutehins has gone to North Lib¬

erty, Ind., to practice.-The State Board of Health has re¬
moved its offices to its old quarters in the burnt district.

Visitor from Australia—Dr. M. U. O'Sttllivan, F.R.C.S.L,
senior surgeon in St. Vincent's and the Woman's hospitals,
.Melbourne, Australia, visited the Baltimore hospitals last
week.

Typhoid Not Unusually Prevalent.—The mayor makes the
statement that typhoid fever is not more prevalent here than
usual at this season of the year, and that the 140 cases said
to exist represent all the cases in institutions since July 1.
Many of these are now well and on the street.

College Denies Indebtedness.—The answer of the Woman's
Medical College to the bill filed on Julv 25 for the appoint¬
ment of a receiver, denies that the institution is insolvent,
savs that the allegations of the petitioners are "recklesslv and
wantonly made and untrue," and avers that it has never been
customary for the collesre to pav its lecturers for their serv¬

ices, and denies that it is indebted to them for such.

MINNESOTA.
Founds Hospital.—The executor of the estate of the late

Mrs. Mary Flliott has conveyed from the estate property
valued at $175 000 in trust for the founding of a University
of Minnesota Hospital at Minneapolis, as a memorial to the
late Dr. Adolphus F. Elliott.

Personal.—Dr. Jeliiel W. Chamberlin, St. Paul, who sailed
from Montreal for Europe July 6, sailed for home September
1.-Dr. George E. Benson, Minneapolis, has returned from
Europe.-Dr. E. H. Beckman, medical inspector and assist¬
ant bacteriologist of the State Board of Health, has been
elected city physician of Minneapolis.-Dr. David H. Lando,
St. Paul, has been given honorable mention for a tnesis sub¬
mitted at Vienna.-Dr. Frederic J. Plondke, St. Paul, is
studying in Europe.

Murray County Medical Club.—Physicians of Murray
County met at Slay ton August 1, and organized a club to
promote good-fellowship among the profession of Murray
County and adjacent counties. The following officers were
elected: President, Dr. Emil King, Fulda; vice-president, Dr.
Walter E. Richardson, Slayton; secretary and treasurer, Dr.
Leon A. Williams, Slayton; and censors and committee on
medical ethics, Drs. Milton A. Trow, Avoca; George G. Bal¬
coni, Lake Wilson, and C. C. Walker, Currie.

NEW JERSEY.
Health Officers Elected.—Dr. Samuel D. Mayhew was elected

health physician of Bridgeton August 24.-Dr. Duncan W
Blake was elected medical inspector of Gloucester City
August 21.

Physicians Refuse Lodge Work.—z\ll the physicians of
Trenton have banded together in an effort to overcome lodge
practice, and have signed an agreement not to accept con¬
tract lodge work in any form.

Milk Dealers Arrested.—Warrants have been served on two
dealers at Egg Harbor to appear for adulterating food, as a
result of the inspection by the State Board of Health a few
weeks ago. Both men denied the charge, but will appear for
trial before the Circuit Court.

Suicides Increase.—The annual report of the State Board of
Health shows a material increase in the number of suicides
during 1004. During the year there were 314, as compared
with 265 for the previous year. The 1003 showing is at the
rate of 1570 per 100,000. Of the suicides 9 were residents
of Trenton, 4 of whom took poison, 2 used firearms, 1 a knife

-and 1 threw himself from a height. Poison caused 153 sui¬
cides and 112 died by asphyxiation. The age most frequently
selected was between 35 and 45 years. Of the number re¬
corded 112 were born in America, 04 in Germany and 24 in
Ireland.

NEW YORK.
Less Typhoid.—There is less typhoid fever in Buffalo than

there was at the same time last year, but many cases of per¬
tussis still exist.

Buffalo Personals.—Dr. Roswell Park, who with Dr. Edward
McGuire, is making a short tour of Great Britain, later
will attend the International Surgical Association at Brussels.
-Drs. Matthew S. Mann and Herbert W. Williams are on a

fishing trip in Canada.
Moving Day for Insane.—Fifty insane women, who are char¬

ity patients at Long Island State Hospital, were taken on
August 22 to the Willard Parker State Hospital at Ovid, N.
Y. They are the first of 400 charity patients housed in the
building now to be turned into the King's County Hospital to
be transferred. The others will soon be sent to the Roches¬
ter and Willard institutions.

Eddyite Cases.—The health department refused to issue a

burial permit in the ease of Thomas A. Chilcott, who died
without medical attendance, but who was treated by Eddy-
ites. On investigation it was shown that his case was hope¬
less, because he died from diabetes and diabetic gangrene. At
the request of the Erie County Medical Societv the district
attorney is investigating the death of Mason Griffin, 2 years
old, who was treated bv Eddyite healers. It is charged that
an irregular death certificate, signed bv a doctor who had not
been in attendance, was granted, and that the bov died as the
result of pertussis, a contagious disease which should be
reported to the health department. By order of the district
attornev the body is to be exhumed and the. medi«il exam¬
iners will hold an examination.

New York City.
Personal.-—Drs. William T. Bull, William B. Coley and Wal¬

ter F. Chappell returned from Europe on the Kronprinz Wil¬
helm, August 23.

Detained at Hoffman Island.—Nine cabin passengers and six
of the crew of the steamship Finance, from Colon, have been
held for further observation on account of high temperatures.

The Brooklyn Theaters Closed.—There has been some com¬

plaint that the health board has acted in a high-handed man-
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ner in closing the Brooklyn theaters and condemning them as
insanitary and dangerous. A statement has been given out
at the headquarters of the Health Department that owners
have been twice notified since April that they would have to
comply with the law and that the complaints are unjustifiable.

Contagious Diseases.—There were reported to the sanitary
bureau for the week ended August 19, 464 cases of tuberculo¬
sis, with 115 deaths; 252 cases of typhoid fever, with 25
deaths; 119 cases of measles, with 5 deaths; 117 cases of
diphtheria, with 19 deaths; 41 cases of scarlet fever, with 3
deaths; 16 cases of cerebrospinal meningitis, with 16 deaths,
and 14 cases of varicella.

Typhoid Fever on the Decline.—The figures presented day
by day show a steady decline in the number of typhoid
fever cases. Only 22 new cases were reported in Brooklyn
from August 19 to August 23. In the same time there were
13 new eases reported in Manhattan and none in the other
boroughs. Last year the climax was reached in the week
ending August 27, when 82 cases were reported. The number
of cases for the corresponding week this year was 252.

Richmond Waterless.—An opinion was filed on August 21
sustaining the constitutionality of the act passed by the New
Jersey legislature prohibiting the diversion of potable water
in New Jersey to other states. This decision will greatly
disappoint Staten Island, which looked to New Jersey to sup¬plement its painfully scant natural supply. In view of the
recent scarcity of water in this locality the problem of secur¬
ing a sufficient supply is serious and the necessity imperative.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Personal.—Dr. James M. Anders, Philadelphia, has returned

from his trip to Alaska.
Sanitary Engineer Selected.—Dr. Samuel G. Dixon, state

health commissioner, on August 25 appointed F. Herbert
Snow, Boston, Mass., chief of the sanitary engineering division
of the State Health Department, August 25.

Illegal Practitioner Arrested.—The United States postalauthorities have started a crusade to rid Philadelphia of
quacks and illegal practitioners who advertise illegal reme¬
dies and through the mails suggest illegal operations. Four
persons were arrested on this charge August 21 and held,
one in $1,000 and three in $800 bail each. The law makes it
a criminal offense to suggest by letter where illegal medical
advice may be obtained. Besides the four arrests thus far
made, convicting evidence has been obtained against several
other persons. Since (he crusade began many of the malprac-
titioners have left the city.

Philadelphia Health Report.—The total number of deaths
reported for the week ended August 26 aggregated 438.
This is the same number as reported last week, and the
week before. Such a coincidence has never been known bythe local authorities. The health of the city remains goodand there is a decrease in contagious diseases. The principal
causes of death: Typhoid fever, 10; consumption, 41; per¬tussis, 5; diphtheria, 5; cancer, 12; apoplexy, 23; heart dis¬
ease, 35; acute respiratory diseases, 25; enteritis (under 2
years), 59; enteritis (over 2 years), 13; Bright's disease, 39;
general debility, 25; marasmus, 17, and injuries and acci¬
dents, 8.

No Temporary License. —It is not an uncommon practicefor a physician to place in charge of his practice one who
is not regularly licensed according to the act of assemblygoverning the practice of medicine in this state. Dr. HenryBeates asserts that the impression seems to prevail that such
an appointment is not an infraction of the law. To show
that such practice is illegal Dr. Beates has secured an official
opinion from the attorney general concerning the subject,which is in part as follows:

In my judgment this is not in accordance with the MedicalPractice Act, which prevents one from opening an office aud regu¬larly establishing himself as a practitioner of medicine withouthaving first qualified according to the statute. Duties of thischaracter, requiring special qualifications and subject to govern¬ment control as a part of the police power of the state, can notbe assigned to unqualified persons. The mere fact that the assign¬ment may last but a brief period does not alter the legal aspectof the case. The maxim of the law is qui tacit per allum facit perne, and the agent in a matter of this sort must have the qualifi-eations of the principal. I see nothing whatever in the law to pre¬vent one qualified practitioner from calling on another qualifiedpractitioner to take charge of his practice during his absence, but
I here is nothing whatever in the law which permits the substitu¬tion for a trained and duly qualified professional man of one wholias not comnlied with the statute, and who, therefore, is not quali¬fied to practice.

WISCONSIN.
Personal.—Dr. Wilbur T. Sarles, Sparta, sailed from EuropeSeptember 1.-Dr. Soren Sorenson, Racine, has been ap¬pointed head physician of the United Danish Societies of

America.-Dr. Henry P. Rhode has been made health com¬
missioner of Green Bay, vice Dr. Francis P. Thibido, who
resigned after six years' service.— —Dr. Henry L. Barnes,
health officer of Ripon, has resigned.

Commissions on Prescriptions.—Dr. Edward A. Taylor, Ra¬
cine, who was sued by a druggist for a drug bill of $70,
which he refused to pay, claiming, it is alleged, that the drug¬
gist owed him $200 for business sent by him, was defeated
on trial, the judge holding that contracts between physicians
and druggists whereby the former receive commissions for
sending prescriptions to the latter, are void and that such
practices are contrary to public interest.

Must Make Reports.—The State Board of Health has issued
a leallet setting forth the law requiring reports of births,
deaths and accidents. The following is a summary:

The law provides that every attending physician practicing in
this state shall report all births, deaths and accidents occurring
under ills jurisdiction within thirty days from the time oí the oc¬
currence.

In cities births must be reported to the health officer.
In cities deutlis must Be reported to the health officer.
In cities accidents must be reported to the health officer.
In towns and villages births must be reported to the village or

town clerk ; deaths must be reported to the village or town clerk ;
accidents most be reported to the village or town clerk. In all
cases of death under your professional care you are required to
certify to the health officer of cities and to the town or village clerk
of towns or villages, the primary and secondary cause of death.
The law requires that this shall be done before the burial permit
can be issued.

Fees for reporting births, deaths and accidents as above, 25 cents
in each case, to be paid by tile county ia which they occur.

GENERAL.
Cholera in Manila.—A cable from Manila, dated August 25,

states that there is an outbreak or cholera in Manila and
that several natives and one American woman have died from
the disease.

Tri-State Medical Society.—The seventeenth annual meet¬
ing of the Tri-State Medical Society of Alabama, Georgia and
Tennessee will be held in Chattanooga, Tenn., September 20-28.
The secretary is Dr. Raymond Wallace, Chattanooga, Tenn.

Health of Panama.—Acting Assistant Surgeon Mohr of the
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service reports that during
July the deaths from all causes officially reported in the
municipalities of Colon and Cristal was 72, excluding still
births. Malarial fever has been very prevalent among the
negroes and natives and is no doubt responsible foi a large
number of deaths. Recently large numbers of native Colom¬
bians have been brought to the Isthmus as contract laborers,
and those who come from the interior of Colombia seem to be
peculiarly susceptible to both malaria and yellow fever.

Health of Panama Canal Zone.—The June report of Col. F.
C. Gorgas, chief sanitary officer, shows that while June, 1905,
was not unusually salubrious in the city of Panama, there was
nothing extraordinary in its death rate, either as comparedwith former Junes in the last 22 years or with other months
in the last year. On the last of June over 10,000 laborers
were on the government rolls. Of this number there were
sick every day, on an average, 274, or 27 per thousand, a sick-
rate which compares favorably with that of a similar bodyof laborers anywhere. Twenty-four persons died from all
causes. This, if continued for the year, will give a death
rate of 28.8 per thousand. In 1881, the first year of the
French occupancy of the canal, the death-rate was 67 per
thousand, with 11 deaths from yellow fever, a rate of 12
per thousand. During June, 1905, there were only 14 deaths
from yellow fever, a rate of 3 per thousand. On the entire
isthmus during the month, in a population of about 50,000
people, there were 61 cases of yellow fever with 18 deaths, a
rate of about 25 per cent. Of these 61 cases, 30 were em¬
ployes of the commission, of whom 4 died, a rate of about 14
per cent. Among this number were 15 Americans brought
from the United States by the commission. Of these 15 one
died. This difference in mortality is ascribed to the fact that
the American is, on the average, in the prime of life, and in
first rate condition, reports to the hospital as soon as he feels
sick, and thus places himself in the best possible condition
for recovery. Among the non-employes of the canal, there
were 27 cases, of whom 13 died, nearly 50 per cent. These
persons usually apply for treatment when they are beyond
the possibility of deriving any benefit from it. One case of
plague occurred at La Poca, the Pacific terminus of the canal,
in the person of a negro laborer, a longshoreman who prob¬
ably was infected through a cargo coming from some one of
the infected ports to the south. A strict quarantine was at
once established, and a rat crusade commenced. Only one
infected rat was found and no other case occurred. The re¬

port also includes a detailed review of the sanitary measures
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carried out by the commission of the city of Panama in the
way of street and yard cleaning, garbage collection, fumigat¬
ing and yellow fever prophylaxis. The city has been divided
into districts, each in charge of a physician who makes a
house to house inspection in order that all yellow fever sus¬
pects may be isolated and screened at once. The organiza¬
tion of a brigade of rat-killers is also in progress.

THE YELLOW FEVER SITUATION.
CONDITION SEEMS BETTEB, BUT CHEAT ALARM STILL EXISTS—

SYSTEMATIZED INSPECTION BEING ESTABLISHED.

Latest Reports.
Amelioration.—As we go to press fresh news comes from

all parts of the stricken region. New Orleans reports that
Dr. John Archinard, attached to the Emergency Hospital,
believes he has found the germ of yellow fever—an organism
resembling the malarial parasite.-Conditions in the city
continuing to improve, Surgeon White contemplates the
transfer of some of his force to the country, where the cases
increase.-Leeville is the worst afflicted locality, but with
outside help some improvement is seen.-Allegation comes
that the cases at Gulfport, Miss., were deliberately concealed
by a diagnosis of malaria to avoid quarantine difficulties.
According ts> the story of the Gulfport woman, who fell ill
of the disease on the way to New Orleans, and whose attack
led to the discovery of the other cases, some patients in
Gulfport had been under physicians' care for fourteen days
before she left.-It is reported that Dr. Fitchette, health
officer of Natchez, refuses to accept the diagnosis of the
county health officer of the presence of yellow fever eases in
that town. Surgeon Young, by special train, went from
Jackson to Natchez to see the cases.-Alabama has quar-
tined against Natchez.-Texas has applied its quarantine
to Memphis and to all of Mississippi.-Lunnenburg County,
Virginia, reports a possible death from yellow fever.

The Record to August 30.—New deaths, August 29, 7; total
deaths to date, 293; new cases, 80; total cases to date, 2,133;
new subfoci, 9; total subfoci to date, 439.

Louisiana.
Record of Cases.—In New Orleans the epidemic record to

August 27 was as follows:
New cases reported August20. 31
Deaths reported August 26. 13
Totni number of cases to August 2fi. 1,755
Total di-aths to August2H. 260
Death rate of epidemic. 14.8 per cent.
New foci of infection. 12
Total subfoci to date. 390

The reports for the week show a decreasing number of
cases, but, toward the end of the week, a rise in the number
of deaths. The epidemic in the city appears to be fully
under control.-As showing the average health conditions
of New Orleans the Board of Health has published the follow¬
ing figures:

Number -Death rate per 1,000 per annum.-
ïears. of deaths. Population. White. Colored. Total.
1899. 7.S93 300.000 23.39 33.11 26.31
1900. 7.424 Si'O.ono 20.56 34.44 24 74
1901. 6.478 305.(100 18.00 29.70 21.24
1902. 6.572 31 .  0 17.91 30.18 21.20
1903. 6.705 317.0110 18 02 29.82 21.15
1904. 6.819 325.000 17.66 3 .19 20.98

Between 1879 and 1900 there were 407 deaths from yellow
fever. The greatest number of deaths from that disease oc¬
curred in 1897, when 298 victims succumbed. There were no
deaths from the pest in ten years of that period, and there
were none in 1900-1003.-President Charles Janvier of the
citizens' committee set a splendid example when arrested for
failure to screen his cistern. He explained that he had oiled
it, thinking that more effectue. Naturally he was set free,
but on hearing some adverse criticism he asked to be re-

arraigned and fined, which was done.-An unfortunate con¬
troversy is being waged between some members of the pro¬
fession on one side and the Louisiana Board of Health and
^  Orleans Board of Health on the other. There is talk
that the executive officer of each board will be asked
to resign. The subject of the controversy is the conceal¬
ment of the earlv cases.-Tn an interview Dr. John Gui-
teras of Havana said that it was hardly to be expected that
the infection could be stamped out before frost. It was under
control, but had gone too far to exterminate. He predicted
that this was the last epidemic of yellow fever that would
ever appear in the United States. Tn a later interview he
predicted that the disease would be stamped out before frost,
as the situation has become distinctly better.——At a mass
meeting on August 23, called by Dr. Leach of arsenic fame,

300 people denounced the press, the physicians and all health
officials, and promised to continue doping with arsenic. This
shows clearly that Dr. Leach's presence in New Orleans
at this time is wholly harmful and that his desire for noto¬
riety is decidedly uppermost among his motives.-One case
discovered August 26 was a patient recently arrived from
Gulfport, Miss. Following this up, the authorities found
three existing but unreported cases at Gulfport.-The pub¬lic schools will not open until October 2.-Leeville on Au¬
gust 23 reported 177 cases of yellow fever and 200 cases of
dengue.——Arrangements have been made for a drastic
campaign of extermination against the disease at the various
infected points throughout the state.-On August 29
35 new cases of fever were discovered in Bayou Bara¬
taría, Jefferson parish. The tour of investigation had
not then been completed. Deaths had occurred and there were
neither physicians nor nurses. A relief party was organized
at once with physicians, nurses, medicines and supplies to
assume charge of the situation.

Other States.
Arkansas.—The State Board of Health on August 21 quar¬antined against the entire state of Louisiana.
Illinois.—At the end of one week of train inspection at

Cairo it is reported that 1.000 passengers had been inspected
and 2.000 health certificates issued, seven physicians being
kept busv.-Inspectors of the United States Public Health
and Marine-Hospital Service have been traveling on trains
running from Louisiana and Mississipi to Cairo. On August
23 Dr. Egan, secretary of the Illinois Board of Health, or¬
dered this stopped. Dr. Egan later amended the order to
admit such federal inspectors as are yellow fever immunes.
-Brownsville on August 23 reported a case of yellow fever
from Shreveport, La., but this was later announced as a
false report.

Indiana.—.Teffersonville on August 17 had a yellow fever
scare regarding the towboat Spraguc, which was thought to
be infected, having had illness on board since it left New
Orleans. The health authorities ordered the boat to proceedto its destination, Cincinnati, on pain of the crew's incarcera¬
tion in the pest house.-The Crawfordsville case, when
seen by Dr. A. M. Brighton of Indianapolis, proved to be
acute malarial fever.-Dr. Nelson W. Bravton. of the In¬
dianapolis health office and son of Dr. A. H. Bravton. is in New
Orleans studying yellow fever.-Michigan City had a small
scare in the shape of an acute illness of a woman recently
arrived from Arkansas.-Evansville had a supposititious case
of yellow fever, but the attending physician and health officer
agreed in a diagnosis of typhoid.

Kentucky.—Paducah says that if the State Board of Health
persists in refusing permission to quarantine, the City Council
will pass a quarantine ordinance in defiance of the board. The
town has a new board of health with Dr. S. H. Brothers as
president. The dispatch adds: "The old board was against
a quarantine."-Jackson, Tenn., has a quarantine against
Fulton,   .. that is very annoying to the latter town.-
Members of the board of health of Paducah have been charged
by reliable eye-witnesses with selling certificates of health
without embarrassing questions to all-comers at $1 each.-
Dr. A. T. McCormack, assistant secretary of the State Board
of Health addressed the City Council of Paducah, arguing
against a quarantine.-The state board issued an order for¬
bidding the Illinois train inspectors to continue their practice
of discharging on Kentucky soil all passengers not admissible
to Illinois.-Louisville had a small scare over a suspicious
case which proved not to be yellow fever.-The citv council
of Henderson refused to appropriate any monev for the board
of health to use in preparing the city for possible infection.
-The latest word from Paducah is to the effect that every
one there, the physicians and board of health exeepted, desires·
a quarantine.

Michigan.—A ease of yellow fever was reported at Crockery,
Ottawa County, the patient being a man just arrived from
New Orleans.

Mississippi.—The early cases of vellow rever at Mississippi
Citv were so light that the phvsicians mistook them for ma¬
laria, so for nearlv a month the focus was unrecognized. Of
course Governor Vardaman threatened the "extreme penalty"
for these phvsicians if neglect of duty on their part could be
proved. Credit for discovery of the case is claimed for Dr.
Sanders and others of a partv of Alabama health authorities
who were making an inspection tour of the Gulf coast of
Mississippi. The stegomvia was also found in large numbers.
-Most of the remainder of Mississippi has quarantined
against its gulf coast towns.—--Vieksburg has raised its
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absolute quarantine against Memphis.-Secretary Hunter of
the Mississippi board of health has asked physicians to form
local health associations in every count}' and to hold daily
meetings for the discussion of suspicious cases.-Natchez,
which "has been tightly bottled up with a shotgun quarantine
ever since the infection of New Orleans was reported," on

August 26, admitted that it had nine undoubted eases of yel¬
low fever and three cases of suspicious illness. The news
caused a panic and the pressure to escape from the city be¬
came tremendous. The Marine Hospital Service arranged for
special through trains for the north for all who wished to
leave and anticipated the departure within 24 hours of fully
2,000 persons.-Gulfport, on August 27, reported three new
cases of yellow fever, having already during the week admit¬
ted the existence of three other cases.-Jackson, with neigh¬
boring towns and counties, has quarantined against Memphis,
because a woman just arrived in New Orleans from Memphis,
developed the disease.—-—Mississippi City has been placed
under martial law by Governor Vardaman.

Missouri.—The case of yellow fever at Gregory, on the Mis¬
sissippi River just below Keokuk, proved fatal. The patient
was a Greek, said to have come to Gregory from Natchez,
Miss. Boats touching at Gregory are not permitted to land
in Keokuk.

Ohio.—It was attempted to create some excitement in
Cincinnati last week over the approach up the Ohio River of
the steamers Sprague and J. B. Finley, both reported to have
yellow fever aboard.

Tennessee.—Search for the stegomyia at Chattanooga is
reported to have demonstrated its absence at present.-
Memphis reports local railway passenger business at a stand¬
still, while through traffic keeps up pretty well.—On August
22 the Chattanooga quarantine was made still more

stringent.
Texas.—A detention camp has been established on Red

River for the protection of north Texas.-Orange asked that
passenger traffic with Louisiana be forbidden. Here and else¬
where objection is made to the expense of detention camps,
it being alleged that Louisiana at its borders should bear the
detention expense of its outgoing citizens.-Galveston has
been undergoing the most thorough cleaning that it has had
in years, if ever.-At San Antonio $3,000 was subscribed
by ward canvass and forwarded to the state health officer
to aid in the quarantine work for which there is an utterly
inadequate appropriation.

CANADA.
Tuberculosis Sanitarium for New Brunswick.—Physicians

of New Brunswick are reported to be making an effort to
obtain a sanitarium for consumptives. The St. John Medical
Society has appointed a committee to collect information and
to bring the subject properly before the people. It is hoped
that the government will act in the matter at an early
date.

FOREIGN.
Plague in the Argentine Republic.—A report from Buenos

Ayres states that six cases of plague were discovered recently
in Tucman.

Typhoid Fever in New Zealand.—It is reported that there
ha\'e been a number of outbreaks of typhoid fever among
the Maori settlements in North Island.

Typhus Fever in Ireland.—An alarming outbreak of typhus
fever is reported from Donegal. Nine families have been at¬
tacked and one death is reported. The "contacts" have been
isolated.

The Birth Rate in New South Wales.—According to the
government statistician's report for June, 1,246 children were

born in this province during the month. The excess of births
over deaths was 785.

Jenner Memorial Tablet.—On August 9 the London County
Council erected a tablet on the house in which Edward Jen¬
ner, the discoverer of vaccination, lived during 1803. The tab¬
let is of green encaustic ware.

Yellow Fever in Brazil.—Acting Assistant-Surgeon Stewart
reports that yellow fever is prevalent in Para. An Italian
opera companv there has lost so many members that it will
probablv be forced to disband.

Plague in Japan.—It is reported that, after a period of
quiescence, plague has again made its appearance in Tokio
and that the disease seems to be spreading in spite of the
rigid quarantine which is enforced.

Asiatic Cholera in Prussia.—A report from Dantzig states
that two Russians recently died in Culm, West Prussia, of a

disease which was diagnosed as Asiatic cholera. The authori¬
ties declare that there is no danger of the disease spreading.

Medical Bequests by Physicians.—The Journal has chroni¬
cled lately a number of bequests by physicians for medical
purposes. The latest is from Dr. Toporski of Posen, who left
$200 to the local fund for conducting the campaign against
tuberculosis.

Reduction of Rates on French Railroads for Members of
Tuberculosis Congress.—It is officially announced that mem¬
bership in the International Antituberculosis Congress, to be
held at Paris, October 2-7, entitles one to a reduction of 50
per cent, on the railroads in France.

Second International Milk Congress.—This congress will
convene at Berlin October 16-19, and will represent every phase
of the milk question. There are to be six sections, one de¬
voted exclusively to legislative measures in regard to the
production, distribution, etc., of milk.

Public Disinfecting Plant for Tasmania.—The Tasmania
local board of health held a conference June 28 to consider
the question of erecting a public disinfecting plant in ac¬
cordance with the suggestions of the health officer, Dr. Elk-
ington. It is estimated that the capital cost of such a plant
would be about $5,000.

Garre Goes to Breslau.—Karl Garrê, professor of surgery at
Königsberg, has accepted a call to the chair of surgery at
Breslau left vacant by the death of Mikulicz. Garré was born
Dec. 12, 1857, and is thus in his forty-ninth year. His works
on surgery of the nerves, vessels, larynx and alimentary canal
have been especially noteworthy.

Celebration of Lucae's Seventieth Birthday.—The present
and former assistants of Prof. August Lucae of Berlin pre¬
sented him with a Festschrift in honor of his seventieth birth¬
day, August 24. The famous otologist also received many
messages and telegrams of congratulations from friends and
scientific bodies at home and abroad.

Smallpox in Chili.—It is reported that there is a severe
outbreak of smallpox at Santiago. According to Public
Health Reports, this is not anything unusual and is probably
only a recrudescence of a disease which is always present
there and is due doubtless to the cold weather which has been
prevalent recently in South America.

Tests of Sight and Hearing for Government Employes.—
The German department of public works has ordered that
every employe throughout the department is to be tested for
vision and hearing in the course of the next five years. Those
found defective are to be transferred to posts of lesser re¬
sponsibility or pensioned out of the service.

Physicians Must Write Legibly.—The authorities in the
duchy of Hesse, Germany, have notified druggists throughout
the country that when a physician's prescription is written
illegibly—as frequently happens—the druggist is not to waste
any time guessing at the writer's meaning, but to require
from the physician a legible copy or indication of the con¬
tents.

Jubilee of the University of Melbourne.—The University of
Melbourne attains its jubilee next year and preparations are
already in progress to celebrate the event. It has been pro¬
posed to erect a pavilion on the cricket ground as a suitable
memorial and a committee has been appointed to secure funds.
It has been estimated that about $4,000 will be necessary,
and of that amount about $2,000 has been promised.

Warning Against Massage and Hvpodermics by Irregulars.—
The Board of Public Health at Rome has issued a notice
warning the public against the dangers of massage, hypo¬
dermic injections and operations of any kind by only par¬
tially qualified persons, such as nurses, midwives and others.
It seems that such practices are becoming prevalent in these
circles, and the public is warned of the possible danger in
incompetent hands.

Prize for Work on Trachoma.—Tire Journal announced
some time ago that the government of Hungary had offered
a prize of about $500 for the best work offered in competition
on the subieet of trachoma. The prize was divided and half
given to Professor Kuhnt of Königsberg for his essav on the
subject of treatment of trachoma. The other half of the
prize was not awarded, as no suitable articles on the path¬
ology of the disease were received.

Suggestion for Prize for Remedy for Tuberculosis.—One of
the members of the Brazilian parliament recently urged the
adoption of a resolution endowing a prize of over a million
dollars, to be nwarded to anvone disceverino: a sovereign rem-
edv for tuberculosis. It will be remembered that the French
Académie de Médecine has an endowment representing an an-
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nual income of several thousand dollars, which is awaiting
the discoverer of such a remedy.

The Brisbane Hospital.—The financial condition of the
Brisbane Hospital is reported to have been very unsatisfac¬
tory for some time. At the end of June the executive com¬

mittee found themselves without funds and in debt for a

large sum for current expenses, besides the amount due the
government as interest on a loan of $15,000. Finding them¬
selves in this position the members of the committee decided
to resign in a body, and the resignations were handed to the
home secretary July 10.

New York's Board of Public Health from the German Point
of View.—One of the meetings of the Berlin Medical Society
this summer was given up to a description of the scope and
workings of the New York Board of Health. The speaker
was Prof. A. Wassermann, and he drew a very complimentary
picture of the great work accomplished by the board, con¬

trasting it with the apathy displayed by the city authorities
of Berlin, who, he stated, are far behind the times in the mat¬
ter of municipal protection of the public health.

A Medical Prince and the Wily Irregular.—A certain
Grundlach of Munich recently published a pamphlet denounc¬
ing mercurial treatment of syphilis. He represented to Prince
Ludwig Ferdinand of Bavaria, who is a registered and prac¬
ticing physician there, that certain of the medical authorities,
citing them by name, indorsed his views. On this representa¬
tion the prince wrote a complimentary preface to the work.
The local medical society at once interviewed the prince, who
has since publicly retracted his statements, explaining that
they were obtained under false pretenses.

Decline of Cholera in Russia.—The St. Petersburg med.
Wochft. for August 5 states that it has been officially an¬
nounced that not a single case of cholera has been known to
occur in Russia since April. The suspicious cases at Lodz,
Wilna, Tomsk and elsewhere proved to be some other disease
on microscopic examination or on the evidence of the course
of the disease or the postmortem findings. Sanitary pre¬
cautions are still maintained along the frontier, but the local
campaigns inaugurated at various points have been sus¬

pended and the physicians recalled to their posts.
Mortality Among Physicians.—The Deutsche med. Wochft.

summarizes in a recent issue the article published in The
Journal on "The Mortality of American Physicians." It
cites in addition the average length of life among the physi¬
cians of France as 64.75 years. In the northern regions the
average was only 58.3, while it reached nearly 71 in the Albi
and Gaillac districts. An unusually large proportion of the
medical men of France are now in the seventies. Only one
French physician in the last two centuries lived to be over

100, and only 2.16 per cent, passed the ninety mark.

Quinin Prophylaxis of Malaria in Italy.—The Riforma Med¬
ica for July 22 states that at the last official conference of the
Society for the Study of Malaria, Professor Celli related that
the number of persons "prophylaxized" with quinin in the
Roman district has increased from 1,175 to 30,000 in the
last three years, while the number of cases of malaria
treated in the hospitals has decreased from 6,000 to less than
3,000 during this time. In the Italian army the morbidity
from malaria has dropped from 67 to 10 per cent., and
among the railway employes from 69 to 33 per cent. The
general mortality has fallen from 13,000 to 7,000 since
the legislation was adopted providing free quinin for the
people.

Chair of Protozoology in the University of London.—A chair
of protozoology has been founded in the University of Lon¬
don. The secretary of state for the colonies offered the uni¬
versity a sum of $35,000 for the establishment of the chair.
The British Medical Journal states that of this amount $1.000
is a contribution from the Rhodes trustees and that $25.000
represents a moiety of a grant originally made from the
Tropical Diseases Research Fund to the Rovai Society for the
Promotion of Research Work, and surrendered by that soci¬
ety for the purpose of establishing this chair in the univer¬
sity. The university senate has decided to devote the whole
amount to defraving the salary of a professor and to set
aside a further sum of $1,000 a year for assistants and lab¬
oratory expenses.

Organization of the Profession in Germany.—The conflict
between the sickness insurance companies and their medical
officers over the demand of the latter for increased remunera¬
tion when the period of treatment was doubled in length, has
been chronicled again and again in these columns. One of the

few places where the physicians were supposed to have lost
the battle was at Mülheim, where the companies imported
enough "strike breakers" to answer their purpose and ignoredtheir former medical officers completely. Time has shown,
however, that the medical men willing to serve as strike
breakers were below the standard of scientific acquirementsrequired for the positions. One by one they have had to be
dismissed and the terms of the former medical officers ac¬
cepted, followed by their reinstatement.

Political Attitude of Physicians in Russia.—We learn that
the editor of the Journal of the National Pirogoff Associa¬
tion, Dr. Popoff, has been held responsible for the revolution¬
ary resolutions passed at the last conference and mentioned
in The Journal at the time. The publication was sus¬
pended by the authorities and the editor placed under sur¬
veillance. The collaborators on the publication and more than
fifty of the physicians of Moscow have since voluntarily pro¬ceeded to the authorities and announced that they share
the views of the editor-in-chief, that they assume equal re¬
sponsibility with him for the resolutions adopted and for
the transactions and comments published in the journal. An
all-Russian congress of odontology was recently held at St.
Petersburg, and seventy of the members also publicly pro¬claimed their unqualified endorsement of the revolutionaryresolutions passed by the Pirogoff congress.

Sanatoria for Lung Affections in Germany.—The rapidgrowth of the sanatorium movement in Germany is seen bythe statistics recently published
.

There were only three in
1892, and only 13 as late as 1897, while now there are 68
official and 27 private institutions of the kind. The Red
Cross took the lead in the movement, but was soon seconded
by the societies insuring against sickness. The latter devoted
special attention to the curable cases of pulmonary affections,
and · 11 of these regional sickness insurance societies now have
sanatoria of their own, as also a number of cities and com¬
munities, including Berlin, Leipsic, Saarbrücken and Wittich.
The sanatorium movement was the logical consequence of
the compulsory insurance of wage-earners against sickness.
The education in hygiene acquired by those taking a course
at a sanatorium and sown abroad by them afterward through¬out their environment is one of the greatest benefits of the
movement.

Infectious Diseases in Australia.—Though scarlet fever wa*
considerably less prevalent in Sydne\' in 1904 than in 1903.
the incidence continued high, and amounted to 2.4 per 1,000
of the estimated population. The recorded monthly number
of attacks showed very little fluctuation until August, when it
began to rise, reached a maximum of 188 in October, and there¬
after fell to 136 in December; 530 males were attacked, as
against 831 females. Between December 8 and 24 a localized
outbreak of scarlet fever, numbering 23 cases, occurred in
adjoining portions of the three contiguous boroughs of Ash-field, Burwood and Drummoyne. This was confined to the
customers of a dairy situated in Drummoyne. The outbreak-
was less sudden in its manifestation than is usually the casewith milk epidemics. Fourteen deaths occurred from scarlet
fever, corresponding to a mortality of 0 02 per 1,000 of the
estimated population of the metropolis. This death rate is the
lowest recorded since the year 1900. The case fatality equaled1.03 per cent, of notified eases, and is lower than that of any
year since 1898. More attacks of diphtheria were notified
than in any previous year. The number of reported cases was
738, which is equal to an attack rate of 1.43 per 1,000 of the
estimated population.

Cats as a Factor in the Propagation of Infectious Diseases.
Worcester, Mass., Aug. 2, 1905.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Aresearch study is being made at Clark
University in reference to the possible causal relation of
cats as a factor in propagating infectious diseases, especiallythose of children.

I wish to make an appeal through your columns to the
readers of The Journal who have observed any communica-
tion of disease from cats to human beings and to ask them
kindly to put me in possession of such facts. This would aid
materially in deciding to what extent the cat may be a source
of danger in the transmission of communicable diseases.

C. A. OSBORNE, M.D.
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